
Detailed description for  
Jewish Responses to Crisis – Covid and Beyond  
Teaching from the Shalom Hartman Institute 
 
Over the course of four weeks in July, The Shalom Hartman Institute threw open their doors to 
for everyone to study together during this time of crisis and opportunity. Almost 70 scholars, 
teachers, and experts from the Institute led hundreds of sessions focused on the emerging 
challenges to a vibrant Jewish community, guided by these questions: 
 

• What are our moral priorities and responsibilities in a time of crisis? 

• Where will we find spiritual sustenance in this time of loss? 

• How does transformation emerge in a time of pandemic, disruption, and catastrophe? 
 
Now Hineni and Rabbi David Thomas bring Hartman learning to you. We have selected four key 
lectures from the summer’s program to be presented in three sessions each:  
 

1. Introduction and text study (via Zoom) 
2. Viewing the video lecture by a Hartman senior scholar on your own 
3. Group discussion facilitated by Rabbi Thomas (via Zoom) 

 
 Unit #1 Moral Principles and Priorities in a Changing Landscape: Ethical Pivots in the Age of 

Corona with Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman. 
The Jewish tradition obligates us to never waste a tragedy. The experience of COVID-19 forces 
us to reflect and rethink the core moral principles that define us as individuals and society. This 
session focuses on central Jewish principles such as the sanctity of human life, prioritizing those 
closest to us, the primacy of human dignity, and our responsibilities to the other.  Our challenge 
moving forward is to overcome the pandemic while redefining our lives in light of the moral 
lessons we have learned. 
 
Unit #2 The Challenge of Empathy in Times of Crisis: Four Jewish Philosophical Reflections 

with Dr. Micah Goodman 
Empathy is the engine of moral life and the power that shapes healthy politics. But our 
empathy is under attack – from the right and the left, by both religious and secular forces. This 
session will focus on the four current major threats to our empathy.  We will explore how we 
grapple with this reality through the accumulated wisdom of Jewish tradition. 
 
Unit #3  Pluralism in the Face of Injustice with Dr. Yehuda Kurtzer 
America finds itself in a moral crisis with regard to questions about race, power and political 
leadership. Is a pluralistic orientation to responding to such crisis even possible? If so, what are 
its parameters? 
 
Unit #4 Intervention in Times of Crisis: On Moral and Spiritual Leadership with Rabbi 

Tamar Elad-Appelbaum 



In this closing session, we will explore the spiritual role of moving beyond ourselves to get 
involved with the concerns of our communities and societies. What price do we pay for 
intervention, and what price do we pay for indifference? 
 
About the Shalom Hartman Institute 
The Shalom Hartman Institute is a leading center of Jewish thought and education, serving 
Israel and North America. Our mission is to strengthen Jewish peoplehood, identity, and 
pluralism; to enhance the Jewish and democratic character of Israel; and to ensure that Judaism 
is a compelling force for good in the 21st century. 
 
About Rabbi David Thomas 
Rabbi Thomas is a Senior Rabbinic Fellow of the Shalom Hartman Institute, bringing Hartman 
style learning to his communities for nearly 20 years. Rabbi Thomas served as rabbi at 
Congregation Beth El in Sudbury, MA, retiring in 2018 to move to the Twin Cities. During his 
tenure there, he launched the award-winning MetroWest Free Medical Program and is known 
for his social action and racial justice initiatives. Drawn to study of the Hasidic masters, David’s 
teaching is engaging and participatory. 

Rabbi Thomas has served as a board member for the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is currently co-chair of the Joint Commission on Rabbinic Mentoring. David remains active 
in rabbinic life by mentoring colleagues and teaching in the vibrant Jewish community of the 
Twin Cities. He lives in Minneapolis with his wife and enjoys spending time with his children and 
grandchildren. 
 


